
 

PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LEGISLATION TO FUND THE PAYMENT 

OF COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL 

 
WHEREAS, representation of the indigent fulfills the highest calling of the legal profession and 

satisfies the critical mandates of the Fifth and Sixth Amendments of the Constitution of the 

United States and Article I Section 9 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania;  

 

WHEREAS, these Constitutional mandates cannot be met without a functioning court-appointed 

counsel system; 

 

WHEREAS, the system previously employed by the First Judicial District for paying court 

appointed attorneys in criminal, juvenile dependency, and juvenile delinquency cases historically 

failed to compensate court-appointed counsel fully and in a timely fashion;  

 

WHEREAS, the previous broken fee system caused several members of the criminal defense, 

dependency, and delinquency bars to opt out of the court-appointed system because they could 

no longer afford to take such case thus resulting in a dearth of court-appointed attorneys; 

 

WHEREAS, the leadership of the Philadelphia Bar Association, its Criminal Justice Section, the 

criminal defense, dependency, and delinquency bar, the Philadelphia judiciary, court 

administration and court officials, over the years, have endeavored to address the budgetary 

issues concerning the City's indigent defense system;  

 

WHEREAS, after a year-long cooperative effort between the City of Philadelphia, the 

Administrative Governing Board of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania, and members of 

the criminal, dependency, and delinquency bar, in June 2017, all parties reached an agreement on 

a new fee schedule and new protocols for the payment of court-appointed counsel in criminal, 

dependency and delinquency cases;  

 

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2017, the Administrative Governing Board of the First Judicial District 

of Pennsylvania promulgated a new fee schedule for court appointed counsel, representing the 

first major revision of counsel fees since 1997, as well as new protocols for the payment of 

appointed counsel;  

 

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2017, Pennsylvania State Representatives Taylor, Driscoll, Boyle 

and Watson introduced HB 1937, Printer’s No. 2812 which increases the revenue from existing 

First Judicial District filing fees which will be returned to the First Judicial District; 

 

WHEREAS, HB 1937, Printer’s No. 2812 preserves, although at a reduced rate, the remission of 

a portion of First Judicial District filing fees to Jenkins Law Library which also receives revenue 

from membership fees and is supported by a multimillion dollar endowment; 

 

WHEREAS, the revenue increase to the First Judicial District enacted by HB 1937, Printer’s 

No. 2812 will enable the City of Philadelphia to decrease the amount annually appropriated by 



the City of Philadelphia to the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania by an amount equal to the 

amount the First Judicial District would gain under HB 1937, Printer’s No. 2812; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Philadelphia has pledged that the savings in First Judicial District 

appropriations will be used solely to support the new counsel fees and payment protocols 

promulgated by the Administrative Governing Board of the First Judicial District of 

Pennsylvania on June 26, 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, the passage of HB 1937, Printer’s No. 2812 is crucial to the implementation of 

these new counsel fees and the new payment protocol which in turn is crucial to the adequate 

representation of indigent juveniles and criminal defendants;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Philadelphia Bar Association calls on 

members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly to enact, and the Governor to sign, House Bill 

1937, Printer’s No. 2812, or any similar legislation that would provide funds for court appointed 

counsel fees. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Philadelphia Bar Association authorizes the 

Chancellor or the Chancellor's designee to communicate the contents of this resolution to 

members of the General Assembly, the Governor, state and local public officials, and the public 

at large, and to take such other action as may be appropriate. 

 

PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION  

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

ADOPTED: 


